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ROUNDTABLE PROGRAM 
10:00-10:25	 Coffee & Doughnuts 

10:25-10:30	 Opening Remarks 

10:30-12:00	 Session 1 

10:30-10:55	
Hiromune Oda &  

Pietro Cerrone 

Preoccupare preoccupa ancora: some new data on Italian psych-verbs 
We are presenting some new data concerning the “preoccupare” class of Italian 
psych-verbs which is unexpected by usual paradigm found with this kind of verbs. 

10:55-11:20	 Yoshiki Fujiwara 

Licensing matrix questions as interrogatives in Japanese 
Although Japanese has a Q(uestion)-particle, we can make matrix questions 
without it. I'm gonna try to find a way to derive such questions without supposing 
a null Q-particle. 

11:20-11:45	
Adrian Stegovec & 

Hiroaki Saito 

The pa/wa of imperative alternatives 

TBA 

11:45-12:45	 Lunch Break 

12:45-1:50	 Session 2 

12:45-1:10	
Christos Christopoulos 

& Roberto Petrosino 

Re-stricting contextual allomorphy 
What are the locality conditions for contextual allomorphy? Merchant 2014 argues, 
based on Greek verbal-stem-allomorphy data, that the hypothesis that allomorphy 
can only be triggered by an adjacent node (Embick 2012) is too strong, and argues 
for a weaker hypothesis, namely that ‘allomorphy is conditioned only by an 
adjacent span’, where a span refers to a set of contiguous nodes. We show that 
Merchant's conception of allomorphy-triggering spans renders his hypothesis 
untestable, so we propose a way of overcoming the problem by restricting the 
notion of spans that are implicated in allomorphy-triggering. Our solution warrants 
rethinking Greek morpheme order and discussing apparent counterexamples to the 
revised hypothesis. 

1:10-1:35	 Jayeon Park 
TBA 

TBA 

1:35-2:00	
Paula Fenger &  

Gísli Harðarson 

R(oot)-rated phenomena: what curse words can tell us about word-
structure and vice versa 
Corver (2012) argues that the internal syntactic structure of complex curse 
expressions (CCE) in Dutch are coordinations and that there can be a linking 
element which spells out the coordination-head. Looking at word formation in 
general, Corver’s analysis contrasts the treatment of linking element in North 
Germanic where the linking element appears to be (mostly) obligatory between a 
second and third element (e.g. Josefsson&Platzack 2004) This correlation seems, 
however much weaker for West Germanic (Kürschner 2003). Furthermore if the 
linking morpheme is a realization of a coordination-head, the expectation is that 
linkers only appear between the head and the final element in the compound, which 
is always the case (see also Bauer 2009) In this presentation we will be looking at 
more CCE to see what they tell us about word formation and linking morphemes 
in general. Finally, Corver also argues that curse expressions are roots, which 
makes interesting predictions wrt. interactions between elements within the 
compound, which we will also explore. R-rated. 



2:00-2:20	 Coffee Break 

2:20-3:50	 Session 3 

2:20-2:45	 Lily Kwok 

TBA 
Depending on how Sat Dec 11th goes, I will elicit advice on either my Syntax I or 
Acquisition of Syntax I term paper. For the former, I am examining the position of 
the verb in Trinidadian English Creole (TrinEC), under the proposal that it has a 
mixed system of preverbal markers and bound inflectional morphemes to mark 
T(ense)-M(ood)-A(spect). For the latter, I am proposing to reanalyze the 
production and early acquisition of noncanonical OV word order in ASL (Chen 
Pichler 2011; Palmer 2015), from a pragmatic perspective (particularly with 
regards to topicalization). Come on Sunday to find out! 

2:45-3:10	 Shuyan Wang TBA 
TBA 

3:10-3:35	 Chantale Yunt 
TBA 

TBA 

3:35-3:55	 Coffee Break 

3:55-5:10	 Session 4 

3:55-4:20	 YongSuk Yoo 

Constituent tests for classifier constructions in Korean and Japanese 
This paper investigates constituent tests for classifier constructions in Korean and 
Japanese. In addition to the traditional tests like PBC, I show that (i) nominal 
conjunction (ii) Case-drop (iii) Honorification can be used for the diagnostics. 

4:20-4:45	 Renato Lacerda 

The exceptionality of QPs is something you can't even label 
When compared to other functional elements of the nominal domain (such as 
determiners, numerals, and possessives), quantifiers seem to be exceptional in their 
ability to float. Given Chomsky's (2013) Labeling Algorithm, quantifier floating 
creates a labeling problem (as an instance of phrase-phrase merger) that needs to 
be resolved. This talk provides a solution to that problem by proposing that QPs 
are invisible to the labeling algorithm (extending Saito's 2016 analysis of Case in 
Japanese). Empirical coverage in English and Brazilian Portuguese and theoretical 
consequences are discussed. 

4:45-5:10	 Yuta Tatsumi 

Plural reduplication: What will happen if we meet our doppelgängers? 
Japanese has several ways to express plurality of nouns. This talk focuses on plural 
reduplication (e.g. hana-bana ‘lit. flower-flower’ = flowers) and argues that two 
members of a reduplicated noun try to kill each other.   

5:10-	 General discussion, hanging out, and Dinner Reception 

 

 

    


